
 

 

Sudha Jadav is 8 years old she lives with Suman her mother, Ajay her father and her 

baby brother Raju.  



They live in Shivaji Nagar, a slum community of 30,000 homes in Mumbai, India.  

Sudha’s home is tiny and is the size of a small car, just 90 square feet!  

Sudha’s day starts early! She wakes up at 5am and runs energetically to the square with 

a large red bucket. Her mother Suman walks sleepily behind her. 

Together they wait in line with the big red bucket.  When they get to the front of the line, 

they fill it with water at the community water pump.  

Her family will use for this water for cooking, drinking and cleaning for the rest of the 

day.  

Sudha quickly gobbles up a banana and gulps down some sweet chai (tea) that Aayee 

(mum) gives her for breakfast.  

She dresses carefully in her school uniform which she loves and then stands proudly by 

the door. 

“Aayee (mum) I am ready”, she says excitedly.   

She runs and hugs her father Ajay goodbye.  

“I love going to school Papa” she says, “I enjoy my reading enormously and am utterly 

determined to become a scientist when I grow up!’ 

Ajay her father pats his daughter on the back proudly.  He and his wife work three 

different jobs so that they can afford to send Sudha to school.   

He puts on his bus conductor uniform ready to set off for his first job.  He then takes 

baby Raju to a community crèche in Bal Kendra.  

“Here comes bus number 90”, says Sudha to her mother as she climbs onto the big green 

bus. 

The bus conductor is called Abdul Kaaka1 (uncle)  

He gives each of them a ticket. 

 Namaste (greetings), uncle”, Sudha says to the bus conductor, 

 “I hope you are being a good girl. I will buy you a Kulfi (Indian ice cream) tonight” the 

bus conductor says and pats Sudha on the head affectionately. 

“I am, “says Sudha. She gives him a huge hug and jumps off the bus with her mother. 

                                                           
1 AbdulKaaka: refers to the fathers brother but is also used (in this context) as a sign of 

respect. 



Hugging her mother and saying goodbye, she runs to Sunshine School just in time to 

hear the bell ringing. 

Sudha walks to the classroom and sits down next to her best friend Geeta.   

Geeta is crying.  Sudha puts her arm around her friend and asks her what the matter is. 

Geeta explains that her mother did not have enough food to feed her that morning and 

that she is incredibly hungry. She holds her stomach in pain as tears roll down her face. 

Sudha hates to see her friend so upset!  She takes an orange out of her bag and gives it 

to her.  Geeta eats the orange up quickly, and feeling much better gives her best friend a 

hug to say thank you.  

School finishes at 1pm.  Sudha runs to meet her mother at the Everest Society, a shiny 

new apartment block. 

Sudha works as a cleaner and a cook for 4 families in this apartment block.  

At Everest Society, Suman and Sudha enter Mrs Sharma’s flat.   

Mrs. Sharma offers Suman some lunch from last night’s left over’s.  

“I am starving. I gave my orange to Geeta since she did not have any breakfast”, says a 

tired Sudha.  

Mrs Sharma serves up rice, dhal and chapattis.  Sudha eats it up ravenously. 

“Phew I feel so much better now. Let me help you, Aayee”.  

Sudha rolls some dough out helps her mother to make chapattis. 

 “Sudha, you have practised so hard. You are now a chapatti expert! Thanks for helping 

me, my jaan (darling). Now run along and finish your homework”, says proud mum, 

Suman.  

Sudha goes to the large car park at Everest Society. She finds a quiet spot and sits to do 

her maths homework. 

It is 3pm. Suman and Sudha take the bus back to Shivaji Nagar.  They pick up baby Raju. 

“Please be a responsible didi (big sister) and take good care of your brother”, says 

Suman.  She gets back onto the bus to the Everest Society.  

Sudha feeds baby Raju some rice. She then entertains him with some musical 

instruments she has made out of recycled plastic bottles and boxes.  

Raju’s favourite is a drum made out off an old tin can! He bangs it harder and harder. 



 Sudha sees other kids playing cricket outside her home and she watches them 

enviously for a while.  

Ajay their father returns home. He washes up quickly and makes dinner for the family 

consisting of chapatti and vegetable curry.  

Sudha is delighted that her father has returned home.  Now he can look after the baby 

and she can go and play cricket! 

She runs to her friends outside and they play another game of cricket. It starts to get 

dark.  The children stop playing cricket and go home. 

When Sudha gets home she has dinner with her mother, father and baby brother. 

After dinner she washes and dries all the dishes. 

Ajay her father changes into his security guard uniform and heads off to a different job 

where he will work all night as a night guard at Everest Society. 

Sudha gets into her cosy bed and carefully opens a shiny pink book that her teacher has 

lent her.  

She runs her fingers over the title ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and smiles to herself as she 

snuggles down, ready to get lost in another little girls world.  

The End.  
 
 
 

 

 


